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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA SIGNS TREATY 

ESTABLISHING A MARITIME BOUNDARY BETWEEN 

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA AND ANGUILLA   

 

Representatives from 
Antigua and Barbuda, the 
United Kingdom and 
Anguilla met on Tuesday 
July 27th, 2021 at the Office 
of the Prime Minister to 
witness the signing of a 
Treaty between the 
Government of Antigua and 
Barbuda and the 
Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland 
establishing a Maritime 
Boundary between Antigua 
and Barbuda and Anguilla.   

With the signing of these two 
agreements, Antigua and Barbuda has 
established the outer limits of the 
majority of its Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ).  The EEZ is a zone which States are 
entitled to claim under UNCLOS and 
where the State enjoys sovereign rights 
for the exploration and exploitation, 
conservation and management of the 
resources, both living (e.g. fisheries) and 
non-living (e.g oil and natural gas). 

From a historical perspective, Antigua 
and Barbuda started its maritime 
boundary delimitation process in the mid-
1980s, shortly after the adoption of the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea (UNCLOS).  A renewed focus was 
placed on the delimitation of maritime 
boundaries in 2015 following the 
establishment of a maritime boundary 
delimitation team within the ambit of the 
National Ocean Governance Committee 

chaired by Ambassador Dwight Gardiner.  
This renewed effort was supported by 
the Commonwealth Secretariat which 
provided the support of a Legal Advisor 
and technical support in the form of 
software, imagery, training and a 
Technical Consultant who served as a 
part of the negotiating team.  Without 
the support provided by the 
Commonwealth Secretariat through the 
Commonwealth Fund for Technical 
Development, Antigua and Barbuda 
would not have been able to progress the 
boundary negotiations to the stage that 
they are at today.     

With this renewed focus, the 
Government of Antigua and Barbuda 
approached the French Republic to 
commence negotiations to delimit the 
boundaries with Guadeloupe and St. 
Barthélemy.  This agreement was 
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negotiated in 2016 and signed in March 
2017. 

Work started on this agreement in late 
2017 through the exchange of Diplomatic 
Notes.  It was subsequently completed 
with two rounds of physical negotiations 
along with intersessional technical 
consultations between Antigua and 
Barbuda’s Technical expert and 
representatives 
of the UK 
Hydrographic 
Office (UKHO).  
The first round of 
in person 
negotiations 
took place in St. 
John’s, Antigua 
during the period 
January 29th to 
30th 2019, where 
the delegations 
commenced 
discussions on 
the technical 
issues and elements of a draft treaty.  The 
Technical experts were tasked with 
conducting intersessional work in 
advance of a second round of 
negotiations. 

The second round of negotiations took 
place in Anguilla during the period March 
10th to 11th 2020.  The delegation from 
Antigua and Barbuda to this round of 
negotiations comprised: His Excellency 
Mr. Dwight C.R. Gardiner – Head of 
Delegation, Director/Registrar General, 
Antigua and Barbuda Department of 
Marine Services and Merchant Shipping 
(Maritime Administration); His 
Excellency Mr. Colin Murdoch – Senior 
Adviser to the Prime Minister, Office of 
the Prime Minister; Lt. Commander 
Wayne Mykoo – Deputy Director, 
Maritime Affairs and External Relations, 
Maritime Administration/Head, National 

Hydrographic Office; Ms. Tricia Lovell – 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Barbuda Affairs, Fisheries Division;  Ms. 
Joy-Marie King – Director of International 
Trade from Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Immigration and International Trade; Mr. 
Kenroy Simmons – Legal Officer, 
Maritime Administration; Lt. Commander 
Elroy Skerritt –  Commanding Officer, 

Antigua and 
Barbuda Defence 
Force Coast 
Guard and 
included Mrs. 

Rosemarie 
Cadogan –  Legal 
Adviser from the 

Commonwealth 
Secretariat and 
Mr. Martin Pratt –  
Technical Adviser 
Consultant.  The 
primary focus of 
this round of 
negotiations was 
the finalization of 

the tripoint with the French Republic and 
the finalization of the text of a draft 
treaty for adoption by both 
Governments.  These negotiations took 
place with a spirit of cooperation and 
collaboration and achieved the desired 
outcome, with an initialed agreement. 

Ambassador Dwight Gardiner who led 
the Maritime Boundary Delimitation 
Team and opened the signing ceremony 
noted that “mindful of the role that the 
oceans play in our daily lives, including: 
providing food, transporting goods, and 
as a source of recreation, and being 
cognizant of the significant potential for 
growth and development, through the 
establishment of a Blue Economy, the 
signing of maritime boundary 
delimitation agreements between 
opposite or adjacent states is of crucial 

Delegations from Antigua and Barbuda, the UK and 

Anguilla at the second round of negotiations 



 

P
ag

e3
 

importance in the establishment of the 
outer limits of the state’s jurisdiction 
from where the identification, utilization, 
exploration and exploitation of the 
ocean’s potential can be realized.” 

The UK resident British Commissioner, 
Ms. Lindsy Thompson, signed the 
agreement on behalf of the UK and spoke 
at the ceremony.  She stated “I am 
delighted to have signed this agreement 
today.  Agreeing maritime boundaries 
contributes to good neighbourly 
relations and international peace and 
security and enables countries to work 
together to conserve and sustainably 
manage our shared global ocean.”  

The premier of Anguilla, the Hon. Dr. Ellis 
Webster, joined the meeting virtually and 
his remarks expressed the view that “The 
signing of this Agreement represents the 
culmination of two rounds of formal 
negotiations held over the last three 
years. The fact that Anguilla and Antigua 
and Barbuda were able to reach such 
speedy agreement bears testimony to 
the atmosphere of cordiality and mutual 
respect within which the negotiations 
were conducted. I would like to hail the 
success of this Agreement as a tribute to 
what can be achieved when states 
approach potentially challenging issues in 
a spirit of genuine partnership and 
cooperation.” 

Prime Minister Browne in his remarks said 

that by signing the agreement Antigua 

and Barbuda was taking another key step 

in realizing the potential of the Blue 

Economy.  He also recognized that with 

Tuesday’s signing, “Antigua and Barbuda 

has delimited three of five maritime 

boundaries.  Having first started this 

process of establishing boundaries in the 

1980s, we have made tremendous 

progress within the last few years.  To 

date, we have signed an agreement with 

the French Republic in respect of 

Guadeloupe and St. Barthelemy and 

today, with the UK in respect of Anguilla.  

With this agreement, we have completed 

more than 75% of the total length of the 

boundaries to be delimited.”  He pointed 

out that boundaries remained to be 

delimited with the UK with respect to 

Montserrat and with St. Kitts and Nevis. 
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